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ecology and environment, inc. FEB 181986
111 WEST JACKSON BLVD., CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60604, TEL. 312-663-9415 ipp. n|

International Specialists in the Environment

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

PAXTON II n_p OG^c, Biflt

116TH ST. & STONEY ISLAND AVE.

CHICAGO, IL 60633

I

Paxton II is a landfill located in an industrial area at the south
end of the City of Chicago. The site area was once a marshy area and
then filled in like many landfills in the area. The site is 60 acres
and is adjacent to a 42.5 acre parcel which is Paxton I.

Prior to 1980, the landfill accepted liquid wastes and sludges
without permits. The liquid wastes and sludges may have contained,
solvents, acids, and heavy metals. The landfill currently accepts
non-hazardous waste.

The groundwater in the area is not used for drinking, but the surface
water is used for recreation, mainly fishing. Of major concern at
the site is damage to the environment. I recommend a low priority
for further FIT work since the hazard to the population is low. The
site inspection and hazard ranking system have already been completed
by FIT.

recycled paper



ecology and environment, inc.
111 WEST JACKSON BLVD., CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60604, TEL. 312-663-9415

International Specialists in the Environment

PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

TO: Alan Altur, U.S. EPA

FROM: Todd Ramaly, FIT

DATE: October 30, 1991

SUBJECT: Paxton Ldfl Corp, Chicago, Illinois

ILD06949818fe/F05-9104-029/FIL0030 PA

The Paxton Ldfl Corp site is a 47.5-acre landfill located at 119th

Street and Paxton Avenue, Chicago, Cook County, Illinois. The site i 5;

inactive and is owned by Stryker International, Inc. (Stryker). An

active landfill of 58.34 acres, Paxton Landfill #11, (also owned by

Stryker) is adjacent to the west and will, be aggregated with Paxton #1

because of the similarities in location, ownership, operations, and

migration pathways.

On June 11, 1991, Ecology and Environment, Inc. conducted an off--

site reconnaissance. Paxton #1 could not be seen from the i:oacl. Paxton

#11 was observed and noted to be without vegetation, active, and steeply

sloped. No drainage system was evident on or at the base of the slopes

which would prevent runoff from exiting the site.

Paxton #1 opened in June of 1971 and closed in 1976. Paxton #11

opened illegally in 1976, legally in 19/8 and is currently active.

Numerous violations have occurred during the operation of both land-

fills; including disposal practice violations at Paxton #1 and disposal

practice violations, non-permitted disposals, leachate violations, non-

permitted surface water discharge, and uncontrolled dust violations at

Paxton #11. Court records document disposal of hazardous wastes at

Paxton #11 after November 1980.
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Chemical analysis of on-site surface water and groundwater revealed

a variety of contaminants. Surface water samples contained heavy metals

such as arsenic, chromium, lead, manganese, iron, as well as barium, and

cyanide. Groundwater samples contained all of the metals found in the

surface water except for arsenic and barium. In addition, groundwater

samples also contained zinc, aluminum, copper, benzene, toluene, phenol,

methylene chloride, 1,2-dichloroethene, methyl phenols, xylenes,

dichloroethane, trichloroethene, tetrachloroethene, acetone,

chlorobenzene, napthalene and phenanthrene. Samples were collected by

IEPA between 1978 and 1988.

A surficial sand layer approximately 10 feet thick exists in the

area of the site. The groundwater in this aquifer is contaminated as

described above. Groundwater discharge to surface water is likely but,

migration to any aquifer which may be used for drinking water is un-

likely due to a 60-foot clay layer underlying the sand. The nearest

residential wells are located approximately 3 1/2 miles southeast of the

site in the village of Dolton. About 20 homes in Dolton use private

wells for drinking water.

Surface water and leachate runoff is erratic and uncontrolled.

There is a history of surface water runoff and leachate from the south

slope of Paxton #11 flowing across an access road onto the property of

the Land and Lakes Company to the south. Here, a surface water drainage

system of culverts channels the runoff under Stoney Island Road and into

Lake Calumet. Lake Calumet is a fishery and is considered to be a sen-

sitive environment. There also wetlands on-site which may support a

federally endangered avian species, the Piping Plover, which nests in

the site vicinity.

Soil contamination exists at the site and it is assumed that the

site is unsoundly lined. The site is not completely fenced although

there are no residences or schools within 200 feet of the site. The

nearest residences are about 500 feet northeast of the site boundaries.

A release to air was not suspected, although a potential exists for

the migration of soil contaminants via windblown particulates.

7562:8
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ecology and environment, inc.
111 WEST JACKSON BLVD., CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60604, TEL. 312-663-9415

International Specialists in the Environment

M E M O R A N D U M

TO: Alan Altur, U.S. EPA

FROM: Todd Ramaly, FIT

DATE: October 30, 1991

SUBJECT: Paxton Ldfl Corp, Chicago, Illinois

ILD069498186/F05-9104-029/FIL0030 PA

Concentrations of heavy metals and semi-volatile organics have been

detected in groundwater and surface water samples collected from the

Paxton Ldfl Corp site. It is assumed that the site is unsoundly lined

and soil contamination exists on-site. The site is not completely

fenced although the nearest residences are approximately 500 feet away.

Wetlands also exist on-site.

E & E/FIT recommends that the Paxton Ldfl Corp site be given a

medium priority status for inspection because contamination of soils and

surface water pose a potential threat to nearby residents and native

fauna.

7562:8
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